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Roof rats, the vermin scourge of the Arcadia area, are moving into new neighborhoods, 
prompting officials to again encourage residents to set out poison bait traps, harvest citrus 
and clean up yards. 
 
While still within a containment area identified by the Maricopa County Environmental 
Services Department, roof rats have advanced, particularly to the west and south. 
 
In some places, they have pushed about a mile into a designated five- or six-mile buffer 
zone where there was no activity, said John Townsend, the county's vector control 
program manager. 
 
The containment area stretches from about 24th or 20th streets on the west, Scottsdale 
Road on the east, between McDowell and Thomas roads on the south and to the base of 
Camelback Mountain to the north. 
 
Townsend said Scottsdale has received unconfirmed reports of possible roof rats east of 
Scottsdale Road.  
 
The rats, driven from maintained areas, are apparently moving to new sources of food in 
unkempt yards, he said. 
 
The rats are now stirring because of the cooler weather.  
 
"This is the time of the year when they are most active. They tend to almost kind of 
hibernate in the summer because of the heat," Townsend said. 
 
Roof rats were first found two years ago this month in the Arcadia area of east Phoenix, 
drawn by its irrigated lots, citrus trees and lush vegetation. 
 
Residents may report roof rat sightings on the county's complaint line at (602) 506-6616. 
or on-line at http://www.maricopa.gov/envsvc/forms/complaint.asp 
 
Information on controlling roof rats may be found at 
http://www.maricopa.gov/envsvc/WATER/VECTOR/roofrats.asp.  
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